
The Ascension of Our Lord (observed)
May 21, 2023 9:30 A.M.

Theme of the Day
Ephesians 1-2 tells us who we are because of what God has done for us, while chapters 4-6
show us how to live in this new calling. In between is chapter 3, where Paul prays for us to
experience the power of this new life.

Call to Worship “Praise to the Lord the Almighty” LSB 790, v. 1

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of Creation!
O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation!

Let all who hear Now to His temple draw near,
Joining in glad adoration!

Welcome

Hymn “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” LSB 493

Invocation and (Please stand.)

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Opening Sentences (From selected verses in Psalm 47 and Ephesians 3:14-23)

P Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy!
C For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, a great king over all the earth.
P God has gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.
C Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises!
P May we have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high

and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge.
C That we may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
P Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
C According to His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in

Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!
P God has gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.
C Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises!

Confession and Absolution   (Based upon Ephesians 3:14-23)

P Heavenly Father, Paul’s prayer for us is that we might know the breadth, length, height,
and depth of Christ’s love which surpasses knowledge.

C Another week has passed and we wonder why this knowledge was available to us and we
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missed it. 
P Did we get so caught up in our busyness that we overlooked it? 
C Were our own agendas like blinders to this greater reality? 
P Did it even occur to us that such a love was open to us? 
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
P Another week is about to begin. 
C Already our calendars have begun to fill up. 
P Just thinking about it causes our breathing to tighten. 
C But in this moment we commit ourselves to share Paul’s desire. 
P May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith so that our lives might be rooted and

grounded in love.
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

P Hear the Good News! Our heavenly Father is able to do immeasurably more than all we
ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us. As a called and ordained
servant of the Word I announce to you the power of God’s forgiveness. It breaks down
every barrier. It knows no limits. It has no end. Praise Him for His acts of power! 

C Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises! Amen.

Prayer of the Day

P The Lord be with you,
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.
C God of power and might, pour out Your Holy Spirit upon us so that we may have the

power to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know
this love that surpasses knowledge; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

(Please be seated.)

First Reading Acts 4:23-31

When [Peter and John] were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief
priests and the elders had said to them. And when they heard it, they lifted their voices
together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea
and everything in them, who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the
Holy Spirit,

“‘Why did the Gentiles rage,
    and the peoples plot in vain?
The kings of the earth set themselves,
    and the rulers were gathered together,
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    against the Lord and against his Anointed’—

for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you
anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to
do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. And now, Lord, look
upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all
boldness, while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed
through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” And when they had prayed, the place in which
they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
continued to speak the word of God with boldness.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading Ephesians 3:14-22

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on
earth is named, that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to
comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness
of God.

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to
the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, forever and ever. Amen.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel Luke 24:50–53 (Please stand.)

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

And [Jesus] led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. While he
blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple blessing God.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
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Creed Apostles’ Creed

All: I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died, and was buried.
     He descended into hell.
     The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy Christian Church,
          the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life everlasting. Amen.

(Please be seated.)

Sermon “We Are Heard” Pastor Keith Jones

Hymn “Come, My Soul, with Every Care” LSB 779

The Prayers of the Church

P Lord, You loved me long before I ever loved You. 
C You sent Your only Son to die for me. 
P This kind of love is beyond my comprehension. 
C Now as I'm being rooted established in Your love,
P As I grow in my knowledge and experience and understanding of You, 
C Please give me the power, together with all my sisters and brothers in Christ, to grasp

how wide and long and high and deep is Your love for me. 
P Help me to know Your love.
C Help me to share Your love and to live strong in Your love. 

+ Additional Prayers + 

P O God, hear us as we say,  
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C You are able. And I’m available.
P Yes, You are able. And this church is available. 
C For You are able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
P According to Your power that is at work within us; to You, Father, be glory in this church

and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  Amen. 

+ THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION +

Preface   2 Timothy 4:22 (Please stand.)

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks

to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so
freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love
shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, to humble Himself for
our salvation and now reign at Your right hand on the throne of victory, where He rules
over all things as King of kings and Lord of lords. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3

All: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory!”

The Lord’s Prayer

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave
it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me."

Pax Domini

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

Agnus Dei     John 1:29

P Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C Have mercy on us.

P Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C have mercy on us.

P Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C grant us Your peace. Amen.

The Distribution (Please be seated)

(...after the Communion, please stand...)

Post-communion Canticle Luke 2:29–32

All: “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; for my
eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a
light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”

Post-communion Thanksgiving

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through
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the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C Amen.

Benediction  Ephesians 3:20-21

P “Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according
to His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, for ever and ever!”

All: Amen!

Hymn “On Christ's Ascension I Now Build” LSB 492

Silent Prayer
God you’re able and I’m available! In Christ’s name I pray. Amen.

+ + +
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Sermon Outline — Who Does God Say We Are?
“We Are Heard”

(Ephesians 3:14-22)

1. The P____________________ for Prayer

“For this reason I k__________ before the Father, from whom his whole family in heaven and
on earth derives its name.” (Ephesians 3:14–15) 

< S__________ (Ephesians 2:6)

< K__________ (Ephesians 3:14)

< W__________ (Ephesians 4 – 5)

< S__________ (Ephesians 6)
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� The F_______________ in Ephesians

< “Grace and peace to you from God our Father.” (Ephesians 1:2)

< “… the glorious Father …” (Ephesians 1:17)

< “For through him [Christ] we both have access to the Father.” (Ephesians 2:18)

< “One God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.” (Ephesians 4:6)
2. The P____________________ of Prayer

“I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in
your inner being, so that Christ may d__________ [katoikeo/oikeo] in your hearts through
faith.” (Ephesians 3:16–17a) 

oikeo = 

katoikeo = 

3. The P____________________ of Prayer

“And I pray that you, being rooted and established in l__________, may have power, together
with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the l__________ of Christ,
and to know this l__________ that surpasses knowledge.” (Ephesians 3:17b–19a)

4. The P____________________ of Prayer

“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his
power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout
all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” (Ephesians 3:20–21) 

God, You’re A________

and I’m A____________________
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